THE EMPIRE BEFORE  THE I

here is, that this church system, demanding a more rigid,   CHAP.
uniformity in doctrine and organization, making more III e

and more vital the notion of a visible body of wor-
shippers united by participation in the same sacraments,
maintained and propagated afresh the feeling of a single
Roman people throughout the world. Christianity as
well as civilization became conterminous with the Roman
Empire6.

e See the book of Optatus, bishop
of Milevis, ContraDonatistas. 'Non
enim respublica est in ecclesia, sed
ecclesia in republica, id est, in im-
peno Romano, cum super impera-
torem :ion sit nisi solus Deus: * i^p.
999 of vol. ii. of Migne's Patro-

logics Cursus completes,) The
treatise of Optatus is full of interest,
as shewing the growth of the icea
of the visible Church, and of the
primacy of Peter's chair, as con-
stituting its ceutre and representing
its unity.

and (re-
serves toe
imperial
idea.